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Reer Casi

Eye on Cairns: Premier Anna Bligh’s first official visit to the city as new premier began by meeting business representatives.

Bligh’s eye on our
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growth numbers

PREMIER Anna Bligh will release re-
vised population predictions for the Far
North following concerns the 2006 Cen-
sus and other projections underestimated
the region’s true level of growth.

In a wide-ranging address to more than
260 business people at the Cairns Cham-
ber of Commerce lunch yesterday, Pre-
mier Bligh described population growth
as the key to Queensland’s economic pros-
perity into the future.

A State Governmentreportonthestate’s
future population last year predicted be-
tween 2645 and 2815 people would move to
Cairns each year, an annual growth rate
of 1.9 per cent up to 2019, before levelling
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out at 1.7 per cent by 2026. But many busi-
ness and civic leaders believe that figure
was too low and could lead to underfund-
ing of the city’s infrastructure.

“We’re keeping a close eye on this re-
gion’s population and I'm aware that
there were concerns about the latest pop-
ulation predictions,” Premier Bligh later
told Business Week.

“For that reason, another higher level
population prediction has been complet-
ed, including both residential and tour-
ism predictions, and the data is currently

being compared to the 2006 Census. This
information will be made available by
year’s end.

“An analysis of land supply is also be-
ing conducted.

“Stage 1 of the analysis, involving input
from local councils, is complete.

“However, the data does not appear to
match community expectations so we’re
going back to councils and confirming
data they provided as accurate.

“The land supply survey will also be
completed by November and that infor-
mation will inform land supply over the
next 20 years.”
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The next generation law firm

-

» COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS » CORPORATE LAW » BUSINESS STRUCTURES » PARTNERSHIPS

achieve your goals. Call us today to make an appointment with a lawyer who is an

expert in the field and experience the next generation law firm.

Level 8, 15 Lake Street Cairns

At Miller Harris Lawyers we have a team of business savvy legal advisors who have
been helping companies to grow for many years. Running a business successfully
is dependant on receiving quality legal advice from the outset. Having worked with

many types of businesses, we can provide the very best legal advice to help you

MILLERTHARRIS LAWYERS

Telephone 07 4036 9700

service@millerharris.com.au

www.millerharris.com.au
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