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Thieves strike Two teenage 
burglars crawled through an 
airconditioner vent and smashed 
an offi ce window with a bowling 
ball at Cairns Goldpin Lanes. 
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VIEWPOINT
Never too early Cairns Mayoral candidate Val Schier 
reckons it’s never too early to start election campaigning.
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Oz Lotto (706, 28/08/07) 9, 16, 18, 22, 28, 31, 43. Supps: 40, 
32.
No dividend results were available last night.
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Top pop Almost a year after his 
celebrity son’s death, Bob Irwin 
has been named Queensland’s 
grandfather of the year.
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Britney battles K-Fed Britney 
Spears is being investigated for 
child abuse as she prepares to fi ght 
her ex-husband Kevin Federline for 
custody of their two sons. 
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Skill fi ne tuned Basketball ace 
Martin Cattalini loves to play but 
his view on pre-season training is 
another matter. 
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Wooshka is word for city’s property boom
� From Page 1

The result was “wooshka” for the prop-
erty market, Herron Todd White Independ-
ent Property Advisors’ research director 
Rick Carr told the Cairns Chamber of Com-
merce yesterday. 

“Three years ago we were saying the 
property market was settling and we’ve 
been saying it for three years – but the word 
for this year is wooshka,” he said.

“The market in Cairns has experienced 
vigour in the past 12 months, sales are up 
and agents are telling me they would sell 
more if they only had more stock to sell.”

Mr Carr, an experienced economic re-
searcher who is often used as a specialist 
by various levels of government, along with 
leading economist Bill Cummings, both ad-
dressed the first of three Cairns Chamber 
of Commerce luncheons sponsored by The 
Cairns Post’s Business and Property Re-
view and Business Week, yesterday.

The property boom is good news for 
home owners and investors, with the me-
dian house price rising by 17 per cent since 
June last year to a record $359,000.

Residential property sales have only 
been higher during the 2003-04 period, 

when they rose almost to 10,000 sales dur-
ing the period. Herron Todd White statis-
tics indicate, sales for 2006-07 peaked at 
about 7500 sales.

A combination of higher employment lev-
els, economic advances and low rental va-
cancies have all helped the property boom.

“And we can’t see any black clouds on 
the horizon, that are going to change this 
pattern,” Mr Carr said. Mr Cummings said 
Cairns was in a strong economic position, 
with the mining industry beginning to ex-
pand, allowing Cairns to not have to rely 
solely on tourism to turn a profit.

Pair refuse to clash
MAYORAL candidate Val Schi-
er will not run against current 
Port Douglas Mayor Mike Ber-
wick if he puts his hand up for 
the Cairns Regional Council 
election.

Ms Schier said she was “in 
discussions” with Cr Berwick 
about the March 2008 election, 
when voters would be given the 
option of preferential voting.

She said “sharing the same 
views” and running against 
each other ran the risk of split-
ting the vote.

Cr Berwick said he put the 
idea of running “on ice” but 
agreed with Ms Schier’s senti-
ments about running against 
each other.

Meanwhile, more than six 
months out from the Local Gov-

ernment election, some candi-
dates are already pounding the 
campaign trail.

While the Cairns 1st team, 
headed up by Ms Schier, is an-
nouncing new candidates and 
developing policies, the Unity 
Team, fronted by Mayor Kevin 
Byrne has not yet started cam-
paigning.

“We’ll be running – rest as-
sured we’ll be running,” Cr 

Byrne said yesterday. “But 
there is no point in running a 
campaign now when the fed-
eral election is running a cam-
paign.”

Ms Schier said it was never to 
early to start, with the 1000 hits a 
week on the Cairns2008 blogsite 
confirmation people were inter-
ested in Cairns’s politics.

“In some ways the federal 
election is in the way but the 

amalgamation has generated a 
lot of interest,” Ms Schier said.

“It’s not too early at all – we 
are having candidates meet-
ings, developing policies and 
will be running a steady six 
month campaign.”

Richie Bates, Kirstin Lesina, 
Mark Buttrose, Robert Pyne, 
Dianne Forsyth and Paul Mat-
thews are confirmed members 
of the Cairns 1st team.

Bronwyn Cummings
cummingsb@tcp.newsltd.com.au

Flight path fi ght taken to Qantas’s door
ANGRY residents picketed the 
Qantas office on Shields St 
yesterday as part of a campaign 
to end trials of a take-off flight 
path over the Esplanade.

Twelve residents staged a 
peaceful protest, wielding signs 
demanding Qantas scrap the 
trial and asking passers-by to 
sign their petition.

Residents action group leader 
Gail Seymour said she hoped 
Qantas would get the message.

“The noise is excessive – this 
is going to affect the future of 
the city,” she said.

Qantas contacted police to 
complain about the protest 
outside their office.

The group was not removed 
after police ruled they were 
peaceful and not stopping 
anyone from entering or 
leaving. Qantas has permission 
to trial the path that takes 737-
800’s over the Esplanade and 
through the Mulgrave River 
valley until January 2008. Protest: Flight path noise protesters take their fi ght to the street outside the Qantas offi ce. Picture: MARC McCORMACK

Council polls interest known shortly
QUEENSLANDERS could 
know as early as next week 
whether they will be given 
a say on forced council 
amalgamations in an 
October postal ballot.

Local Government 
Association of Queensland 
president Paul Bell yesterday 
announced the likely date for 
a plebiscite as October 20 and 
vowed to continue fighting 

against the government’s 
decision to slash councils.

Mr Bell said he expected 
many councils would decide 
this week whether they 
would participate.


