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Farming mecca: A.L. Romeo manager Frank Genovesi says access to water was a key factor in the vineyard's decision to move to the Mareeba Shire.

Jennifer Eliot
eliotj@tcp.newsltd.com.au

SOUTHERN farming ventures are
moving to the Tableland chasing
water as drought strangles Aus-
tralia’s traditional agricultural
regions.

Irrigators in Victoria and New
South Wales face the prospect of
having allocations stripped as the
drought worsens, while the Far
North is seen as having plenty of
water.

Table grape producer A.L.Romeo,
with operations in Victoria and cen-

North’s water lures farmers

tral and eastern Queensland, is the
region’slatest arrival. The company
has planted grapes on 40ha east of
Mareeba in a bid to take advantage
of the region’s water supply.

Manager Frank Genovesi said
the company had looked at Carnar-
von in Western Australia but chose
Mareeba.

He said farming was plagued by
risk but having access to water and
an excellent climate helped to elimi-
nate some risk.

“It’s a bit risky in NSW and Victo-
ria at the moment and those regions
could be in real strife if allocations
are cut,” he said.

Mareeba District Fruit and Veg-
etable Growers chairman Joe Moro
said the region could handle a sub-
stantial increase in farming and it
would be a boon to the economy.

Banana and pawpaw production
has already made a significant shift
to the Tableland and there was still
plenty of land and water to expand
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citrus, grape and vegetable produc-
tion. “Tinaroo is fully allocated but
30-40 per cent of water allocated is
not being used,” he said.

“We don’t know how much water
tobacco farmers own and don’t use
and there is also insurance water,
which is a surplus, so there is a real
potential for people to access water.

“There is a percentage of water
that could be leased and other allo-
cations could be sold.”

Mr Moro said the only inhibitor
to mass expansion was water pric-
ing and a government review of wa-
ter policies was needed.
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Flashing
blamed on
drink spike

A FLASHER claims his drinks
were spiked with the supposed
aphrodisiac Spanish fly, caus-
ing him to expose himself in
public.

Theclaimwasheardin Cairns
Magistrates’ Court yesterday
as Kelly Richard Tamwoy, 21, of
Cairns North, pleaded guilty to
one count of wilful exposure on
Monday at Cairns Central shop-
ping centre car park.

“lI had a drink with my
friends, my cousins, and they
put that Spanish fly in it,” Tam-
woy said.

Spanish fly is a powder often
marketed as an aphrodisiac.

Tamwoy, dressed only in
tracksuit pants, was spotted at
the busy car park by customers
concerned about him hiding be-
hind parked vehicles.

Prosecutor Sen-Constable
Cheryl Sayer told the court po-
lice were called to the car park
and followed Tamwoy up a fire
escape stairwell.

When he reached the top they
saw he had his pants down and
was exposing himself to any
people on the top level car park.

They took him to the station
where they found a vibrating
sex toy and a bottle of a pur-
ported aphrodisiac in his pos-
session.

Tamwoy, who spent Monday
night in the lock-up, pleaded
guilty to wilful exposure and
a previous charge of causing a
public nuisance in the CBD on
June 30.

Magistrate Margaret Cassidy
recorded a conviction on both
counts and fined him $500 and
$550 respectively.

Cane train comes off rails, blocks road

Clean up: A crane clears derailed cane bins near Babinda.
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MANGLED metal bins and
sugar cane lay scattered on
railway tracks near Bab-
inda yesterday as workers
cleared the wreckage of a
derailed cane train.

Bartle Frere resident
Melissa Humphris said at
least a dozen heavily-laden
cane bins derailed just be-
fore 7pm on Monday.

The nearby primary
school’s P&C meeting was
cancelled when Menzies Rd
was blocked by the twisted
wreckage of the train.

Mrs Humphris said most
of the committee lived in
the same street and they
were unable to drive to the
meeting.

One resident was forced
to park his car at the road-
block overnight and walk
home.

The clean-up contin-
ued yesterday along with
repairs to the damaged
tracks.

“They had a crane in at
11pm to remove three bins
that were blocking the
road access and then left
to come back in daylight,”
Mrs Humphris said.

“Today, the workmen
were trying to clear away
the horrific mess of crum-
pled bins

“They had three loaders
and about a dozen work
men all on the task to clean
it up.”

Babinda police con-
firmed yesterday that po-
lice were not called to the
incident.

South Johnstone Mill
was unavailable to com-
ment.

TEACH ENGLISH
OVERSEAS

i-to-i can give you the opportunity to
live and work in some of the world’s
most exotic destinations.

Coming to Cairns for the very first time, our
accredited Weekend TEFL course has provided
hundreds of Australians with an internationally
recognised qualification in just 2 days.

Rydges Esplanade Hotel - 1-2 Sept
Places are limited, enrol for just $525

Call for more information:

1300 556 997 g

www.i-to-i.com
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Smart enough for a
great seafood buffet
Casual enough to let you

relax and enjoy it

Atriums Seafood Buffet Special
Atriums Restaurant presents its sumptuous seafood buffet nightly. Enjoy the finest seafood
in Cairns including oysters, green lip mussels, crabs, prawns and hot oysters Kilpatrick,
plus an extensive salad selection, internationally inspired hot dishes, a vast array of
desserts and freshly brewed tea and coffee. Relax. It’s Holiday Inn.

$ 3 5 per person

+ kids under 14 years pay their age when dining with an adult

Mention this ad when booking to receive this special price.
Bookings are highly recommended on 4050 6047 or
email atriums@holidayinncairns.com.au

Holiday Inn Cairns. 121-123 The Esplanade & Florence St Cairns 4870. www.holidayinn.com.au
Valid until 31st October 2007. Offer not valid in conjunction with other promotions or offers
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