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BUSINESS WEEK SAYS

Briefcase

TROPICAL North Queensland, 
despite its geographical isolation, 
has long shunned a reputation for 
navel gazing and instead has cul-
tivated a name for embracing a 
more global perspective.

The region’s tourism industry is 
the most striking example of TNQ’s 
ability to set standards and aim its 
markets beyond regional and na-
tional borders.

The region boasts world-class 
tourist attractions that cater to a 
varied international market and 
the industry has developed rapidly, 
constantly challenging itself to di-
versify and evolve.

Advance Cairns has been con-
ducting trade missions to China 
since 2003 with the same purpose 
of looking outward and challeng-
ing the business community to di-
versify and evolve.

The success of the trade missions 
is testimony to the local business 
community’s understanding of the 
necessity of pushing beyond our 
boundaries to seek new opportuni-
ties and markets.

But it appears TNQ is not the 
only region to be looking outward 
to China.

The Wollongong City Council 

sent a delegation to Cairns earlier 
this year and it is evident some-
thing more valuable than a few 
postcards was souvenired.

The Wollongong City Council has 
recently returned from its first in-
vestment mission to China and has 
echoed the experiences of Advance 
Cairns with uncanny symmetry.

The Wollongong City Council 
has adopted the practice of using 
its Lord Mayor as leverage to open 
international doors of trade, just as 
Advance Cairns has called upon 
the services of Mayor Kevin Byrne 
over the years.

It is important not to forget the 
Chinese Government, despite flir-
tation with western markets, is 
Communist and engaging with 
China on a political, business or 
social level is dictated by the en-
trenched bureaucracy and hierar-
chy of the country.

A man in a suit representing 
private enterprise may be ac-
knowledged by the Chinese, but a 
man with a government title repre-
senting “the people” will command 
respect.

There are far-reaching rewards 
for companies who correctly ad-
here to Chinese business protocols 

and make a commitment to pursu-
ing commercial opportunities.

Education, horticulture and 
printing are a few of the industries 
in China where you can find Cairns 
businesses at work.

Chinese officials indicated dur-
ing the recent Advance Cairns 
trade mission that industry exper-
tise is sought in the fields of urban 
planning, environmental manage-
ment, sports and tropical medi-
cine and tourism and hospitality
services.

As other Australian councils 
and economic development organi-
sations focus attention on China to 
make connections and forge rela-
tionships, it is important that busi-
nesses in Cairns are already years 
ahead.

It is now up to the Cairns busi-
ness community to take advantage 
of the established connections in 
China.

Judging by the number of calls 
the Advance Cairns office receives 
from individuals and organisations 
seeking guidance for conducting 
business in China, it is clear the 
message is being heard.
� Bruce McConaghy is chief executive of 
Advance Cairns.

Helpful pollies
SURE, political candidates Jim 
Turnour, Ian Crossland and Charlie 
McKillop are at loggerheads in 
the battle for Leichhardt, but that 
doesn�t mean they don�t co-operate. 
Sometimes. Mr Crossland says he 
was asked for an autograph by a 
teenager at a function last week, and 
signed one of his business cards for 
the young fan. The same kid asked for 
Mr Turnour�s autograph, but the Labor 
candidate had to refuse because he 
didn�t bring any business cards. Mr 
Turnour ended up scribbling his name 
on, you guessed it, Mr Crossland�s 
business card. Busy wonders why 
Mr Turnour turned up to a networking 
function without any calling cards 
to pass on to potential voters. And 
is it true that Ms McKillop gave Mr 
Turnour a lift in her campaign car on 
Monday when the pair were heading 
to an interview with TV personality 
Ray Martin? You can work out the 
signi� cance for yourself, but Busy 
understands Ms McKillop drove while 
Mr Turnour opted to sit in the back 
seat.

Hooked on fi shing
IT is always important to get your 
priorities right and for many people 
� shing is by far the top priority. At least 
it is for leading economist and Motor 
Trades Association of Queensland 
chief executive Aivars Blums. Mr 
Blums, who visited Cairns recently for 
the group�s annual general meeting, 
was � shing off Gladstone a few weeks 
back when Prime Minister John 
Howard called him. As a top-level 
consultant to the Federal Government, 
Mr Blums has known Mr Howard for 
some years. �Can we have dinner 
tonight?� Mr Howard asked. �Sorry 
mate, I�m � shing,� Mr Blums replied.

Byrne gores fi lm
CHANCES are Mayor Kevin Byrne 
isn�t a fan of Al Gore�s An Inconvenient 
Truth documentary. The Mayor was 
at Perotta�s recently and was heard 
to call Mr Gore�s winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize an �absolute joke�. Busy 
wonders what would happen if Mr 
Gore became president and emulated 
Bill Clinton by visiting Cairns.

Region years ahead 
in push into China

Respect: 
The Chinese  
hierarchy tends 
to respect 
people with 
government 
titles. 

myview
with Bruce McConaghy

FOR so long the Far North 
has been seen as a remote or 
frontier part of the country, 
isolated from the real centres 
of politics and business.

This is changing rapidly, 
as the North takes advantage 
of plentiful water, a growing 
population and its proximity 
to Asia.

Then there is the 
burgeoning mining sector.

In an opinion piece today, 
Advance Cairns chief 
executive Bruce McConaghy 
talks about recent trade 
missions to China while 
Japanese tourism and 
investment also forms an 
important of our economy.

With many Chinese  
becoming increasingly 
affluent, tourism from that 
country could yet play a big 
part in our economy, while 
our proximity to India, until 
recently a sleeping giant, also 
could play in our favour in 
the long term.

These points reinforce how 
our proximity to Asia gives 
us an advantage over other 
parts of the country and other 
parts of the world.

The potential of the Far 
North has been identified by 
politicians such as Senator 
Bill Heffernan, who recently 
spoke of it as a possible 
agricultural centre.

Several bush real estate 
agents have told how many 
Victorian farmers are 
looking at moving here, away 
from crippling southern 
droughts.

While everyone can get 
tired of politics, it is pleasing 
to see the electoral cycle 
flush out commitments such 
as highway funding which 
will aid commerce in the Far 
North.

Given our importance 
to Australia’s future, it is 
vital all sides of politics 
recognise it with appropriate 
infrastructure.

Proximity
to Asia a
big plus
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